
Weminuche Audubon Society 

Board Meeting Minutes 
January 16, 2013 

I. Call to order 

Board President Dottie George called to order the regular meeting of the 
Weminuche Audubon Society Board at 1 pm on January 16, 2013 in the Chamber 
of Commerce meeting room. 

II. Roll call 

Dianne Lee, Don Coughlin, Mike Ward, Dottie George and Becky Herman were 
present. 

III. Approval of minutes from last meeting 

There were no minutes from the last meeting. 

IV. Treasurer’s Report 

Mike Ward presented the Treasurer’s Report. Mike expressed concern about the 
website hosting charges. Becky will call JustHost to look into the cost. Don 
Coughlin moved to accept the report as presented. Becky Herman seconded the 
motion. The motion passed by acclamation. 

V. Old business 

1. Christmas Bird Count review: 
a. The decision was made to have a potluck to compile CBC data – perhaps 

in February. The question was asked if we had already posted photos and 
could we have photos at the meeting. It was decided to begin slightly 
earlier at 5:30  pm at the Community Center in order to have extra time to 
serve the food. Becky will ask (in the monthly newsletter) that people 
return their borrowed CD’s  and Sibleys. John Porco will do the beer 
shopping. 

 
b. b )  The regular dates for the Board and the monthly meetings in February 

will be reversed in order that the monthly meeting can be held before the 
upcoming Great Backyard Bird Count (Feb 15-18). The next Board 
meeting will therefore be on the third Wednesday of the month (Feb 20 at 
3 pm). Mike will schedule meetings through June and email a 
confirmation when that is finished. 

 
2. The need for Board member replacements was discussed; several names were 

mentioned. All Board members are tasked to think about this issue and offer any 
names of people who might be candidates; the Board will revisit the bylaws 
before the annual meeting in June. 
 



3. Karl Isberg needs our entry for the Pagosa Springs Summer Visitors’ Guide. 
Becky will call ASAP to find out much space we can have and if there could be 
room  for a picture. Also, can we design the space? 
 

4. Website and publicity – Becky will email Dottie when a meeting has been set up 
for some training so that we can update the website. As soon as Jarrett has moved 
the website, Becky will update any details about the GBBC and monthly 
meetings. 

VI. New Business 

1. Dianne is talking to Jason Stuck about a tracking event in February on the 23rd, 
with two different sessions, probably 10 am and 1 pm. Details still need to be 
worked out. Dottie proposes that we come up with a new waiver for people 
participating in WAS events; it could be signed once a year rather than at every 
event. 
 

2. Proposed event – Ben and Don will lead a birdwalk on March 23. Don will 
contact Ben about this; there are no details yet. 
 

3. Becky will be sure that the Crane Festival is included in the March publicity. 
 

4. Dottie reminded us that Earth Day is April 22; we will need to plan an event for 
that day. We still need to find a speaker for the April monthly meeting on the 17th. 
 

5. The Ute Mountain Birding Festival runs from May8-12. Dottie reports that she 
has been talking to Doug Secrist (Navajo State Park) about the remaining $4000 
from the original Piedra Trail grant; WAS will negotiate directly, skipping the 
Park middleman, with the Southwest Conservation Corps to use that money to 
further enhance the Piedra Trail. This effort could start as early as May. 
 

6. Dottie would like to provide an opportunity for kids to learn more about birding – 
perhaps in April. Her contact for this effort is Christine Funk of Friends of 
Reservoir Hill. 
 

7. Possible monthly meetings for both April and May are to have WAS members 
bring e-format pictures and bird stories to share. 
 

8. Dianne is suggesting that we contact Craig Childs to ask him to speak at one of 
our meetings – Possibly June. 
 

 
 9.   Dottie will attend the San Juan Headwaters Group meeting on Friday at the            

 Chamber; her contact person is Marcy Bidwell. 
 
 10. Another upcoming meeting is the Audubon Colorado Council meeting in  March. 

 It is an opportunity to share ideas about many things with all Colorado Audubon 
 Chapters. The cost is $300. Becky moved to provide that reimbursement to 



 the person who will attend; Mike seconded the motion. The motion passed 
 by acclamation. 
 

VII. Adjournment 

Dottie George adjourned the meeting at 3:10 pm. 
 
 

Minutes submitted by:  Becky Herman 


